UNH-led Atlantic Marine Energy Center
Receives Nearly $10 Million From DOE
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DURHAM, N.H.— The new Atlantic Marine Energy Center (AMEC), led by the University of
New Hampshire in partnership with several East Coast universities, has been awarded $9.7
million over four years from the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE). The center will focus on
research and development to address ongoing needs for sustainable renewable ocean energy. It
will be one of only four National Marine Renewable Energy Centers (NMREC) in the country.
“This is an exciting opportunity to expand on existing research and advance new technologies in
a rapidly evolving field,” said Martin Wosnik, associate professor of mechanical engineering and
AMEC director and principal investigator. “We’re looking forward to working with our partners
on new solutions for marine energy, building upon current projects and implementing vital
laboratory capabilities and open water testing sites for future advancements.”
AMEC will be a consortium of academic institutions including UNH, Stony Brook University,
Lehigh University and Coastal Studies Institute, which is administered by East Carolina
University. Partnering with each other, as well as with several other key energy collaborators,
researchers and engineers will work to further ocean energy technology through research,
education and outreach, complementing work being done at the DOE’s National Labs. The
applications developed by the partners will help power the “blue economy” – an emerging
concept that encourages better use of the ocean as a resource while reducing environmental
harm.

Scientists and engineers from each institution, including both faculty and students, will work in
the field, the laboratory or computationally to study and implement ocean energy projects. The
focus will be on the scientific understanding and overall effectiveness of wave energy and tidal
energy conversion, including wave powered water pumps and tidal turbine farms. Crossover
research will explore applications for ocean sensing, aquaculture, resilient coastal communities,
supply chains, marine foundations and marine microgrids. Expansion of existing projects will
include UNH’s Living Bridge project located on the Piscataqua River in Portsmouth which
provides tidal energy to the iconic Memorial Bridge that connects New Hampshire and Maine.
Researchers will pursue accreditation for the project to become a scaled test site for tidal energy.
The Coastal Studies Institute’s Jennette Pier project, located in the Outer Banks of North
Carolina, will be developed as an accredited, scaled test site specifically for wave energy.
“Being selected for this DOE award is a testament to the continued accomplishments and
innovations of UNH’s scientists and engineers,” said Diane Foster, director of UNH’s School of
Marine Science and Ocean Engineering. “It recognizes the achievements made at our state-ofthe-art facilities, which are easily accessible to the Gulf of Maine, and has put UNH at the
forefront of marine energy research for over a decade.”
Along with the partner universities, AMEC will also collaborate with the National Renewable
Energy Laboratory, Sandia National Laboratories, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory,
European Marine Energy Center and Old Dominion University.
The research will be funded by DOE’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy
(EERE) under the Water Power Technologies Office (WPTO) Award Number DE-EE0009450.
The University of New Hampshire inspires innovation and transforms lives in our state, nation,
and world. More than 16,000 students from all 50 states and 71 countries engage with an awardwinning faculty in top-ranked programs in business, engineering, law, health and human
services, liberal arts and the sciences across more than 200 programs of study. As one of the
nation’s highest-performing research universities, UNH partners with NASA, NOAA, NSF and
NIH, and receives more than $110 million in competitive external funding every year to further
explore and define the frontiers of land, sea and space.
•

Media Contact
Robbin Ray ’82 | Communications and Public Affairs | robbin.ray@unh.edu | 603-8624864

Latest News
•

UNH Research Center Releases 2021 Global Social Franchise Index
November 12, 2021

•

Media Availability: UNH British Historian to Comment on Queen and Britain’s
Remembrance Day

November 10, 2021
•

MEDIA ADVISORY: UNH Celebrates Opening of New Health Sciences Simulation
Center Nov. 8, 2021
November 4, 2021

•

UNH-led Atlantic Marine Energy Center Receives Nearly $10 Million From DOE
November 2, 2021

•

UNH Scientists Share $13M in Grants to Study Benefits of Feeding Dairy Cows
Seaweeds
October 28, 2021

View All

UNH Today is produced for the UNH community and for friends of UNH.
The stories are written by the staff of UNH Communications and Public Affairs.
Email us: unhtoday.editor@unh.edu.
Manage Your Subscription

Contact Us

Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter
Follow us on YouTube
Follow us on Instagram
Find us on LinkIn
UNH Today RSS feeds
UNH Today • UNH Main Directory: 603-862-1234
Copyright © 2021 • TTY Users: 7-1-1 or 800-735-2964 (Relay NH)
USNH Privacy Policies • USNH Terms of Use • ADA Acknowledgement

